
RSVP TO ATTEND

The event will share key data reported in community surveys about issues raised in the film. Event organizers
will provide time for participants to connect with community organizations to explore ways stakeholders can
further strengthen voice and agency together.

Artists from The Genesis Collective will also be in attendance to produce new work based on creative
advocacy themes and goals that emerge from this gathering. The event is free, but registration is required!

SEARCH OUR STORIES

Since its premiere in July, more than
1,200 people have registered to view
Boom & Bust: A Journey from Beaver
County to the Chemical Corridor.

To continue valuable conversations
around organizing community
power and voice for effective change,
and in response to overwhelming
community interest, RiverWise and
New Sun Rising are hosting a
community gathering event from
6:30 to 9 p.m. this Wednesday,
Nov. 9 in Monaca. 

998 Indiana Ave, Monaca, PA 15061

For nearly a year now, RiverWise has been
working closely with community partners
to prepare a Beaver County Food System
Report.

BEAVER COUNTY
FOOD SYSTEM
REPORT

When complete, the report will provide a history of food-
related efforts in the county over the last several decades,
examine how demand forced food systems to adapt
during the COVID-19 pandemic, and outline where
regional food-related initiatives are headed both now and
into the future.

Slated for an early 2023 release, the food system
report is a collaborative effort between dozens of
stakeholders in food-related circles.

In order to help make the report as exhaustive as possible,
those in Beaver County agricultural, nutrition and culinary
industries with relevant information about programming
from the last 50 years are welcome to send information to
Dani Brown at dani@getriverwise.com.

More information about the report is forthcoming.

At RiverWise, we use storytelling as a primary tool for
community development. Increasingly, one of the ways we
empower communities is by equipping leaders with the tools
required to curate professional and robust storytelling content
that mirrors their mission and organizational goals. With a
documentarian, photographer and journalist in our arsenal of
creatives, RiverWise has recently begun offering storytelling
consulting services to local nonprofits and organizations.

Currently, we are working with one local nonprofit to provide a
storytelling plan, which includes: templates of video and written
story content that can be reproduced in a simple format, at least
50 professional images in a digital repository, and a long-form
written story and short documentary-style video about the
organization’s work. In 2023, we hope to offer these services to
other partner nonprofits in the county and broader region.

PROJECTS & SERVICES

YouTube.com/RiverWise

FRANKLIN AVENUE PARK
Future Site of

Fall 2022 Newsletter

The Franklin Avenue Park continues to be used
for community events and progress remains
steady with preparing the land to become the
future home of a community greenspace.
Uncommon Grounds Cafe held Fall Fest in
mid-October at the park and gave out pumpkins
to attendees. Children painted pumpkins, played
in a bouncy house, and enjoyed the fall weather
together.

On Dec. 1, the City of Aliquippa together with the
The Franklin Center and Franklin Avenue
Development Committee will host The Gathering
on Franklin Avenue, a community Christmas
and light up night event with food, raffles and
other activities.

The Franklin Ave. Park was awarded
$894,941 in federal funding earlier this year
thanks to U.S. Rep. Conor Lamb.

Conversations are in the works regarding an
environmental review and study of the park.

The Franklin Avenue Development Committee is
working alongside federal, state and local officials
to ensure proper steps are taken throughout the
process.

For more information about the Franklin Avenue
Park, visit:

franklinavenuepark.myportfolio.com

RiverWise released seven educational videos in mid-October that offered community members
information about their local water quality. In partnership with Geneva College Chemistry Professor Dr.
Rodney Austin, the videos offered practical tips and resources to help residents become their own water
quality advocates.

On Oct. 25, RiverWise and Dr. Austin held a virtual follow-up event to answer questions about municipal
and private water. During the event, participants heard from both Dr. Austin and Tracy Price, Operations
Manager for the Beaver Falls Municipal Authority.

Water is one of RiverWise’s six ecodistrict quality of life areas — the others include food, air,
energy, equity and mobility. Clean water matters, and RiverWise is grateful to partner with experts like
Dr. Austin who can lead conversations about what it takes for a town to be a healthy and safe place to live. 

PROJECTS & SERVICES

Non-Profit Status 
RiverWise is excited to report that it has now 
 become its own 501c3. 

Since the founding of RiverWise in the fall of 2018,
the Beaver County Regional Council of
Governments has served as RiverWise’s fiscal
sponsor. RiverWise is actively working to empanel
a full board of directors and will begin meeting as
its own independent nonprofit organization after
the holidays.

RiverWise is grateful for its relationship with the
Beaver County Regional Council of Governments,
who stepped alongside RiverWise at a critical
time in the young organization’s history.

While the nature of the relationship with the COG
will shift over time, RiverWise looks forward to
continued partnerships and innovative
collaboration in the future. 

ORGANIZATIONAL UPDATES
The Holidays
Each year RiverWise sets aside two weeks at the
end and beginning of the year to wrap up end-of-
year activity, celebrate the holidays, spend time
with family and engage in strategic planning. 

RiverWise staff will be out of office beginning Dec.
24 and will return on Monday, January 9, 2023. 
Happy Holidays!

Beaver Falls CDC Keynote Address
On October 20, RiverWise Executive Director
Daniel Rossi-Keen delivered the keynote address
at the annual fundraising banquet of the Beaver
Falls Community Development Corporation. 

During that address, Daniel offered 10 challenges
to those assembled, which he has also recounted
in a recent installment of Community Matters, a
bi-weekly column published in The Beaver County
Times. Click here to read these 10 challenges.

NOV. 9, MONACA: BOOM & BUST
COMMUNITY GATHERING

Don't forget to RSVP!
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